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- ORANGE « The mountain biker with the gash on his arm
takes a seat whers the woman in the car erash had just
been, just feet from where the boby girl with o fever
soptirms on the examination table.

That's when things got interesting in Orange County’s
busiest emergency room.

A nurse ot St Joseph Hespital in Oronge grabs o
14-month-old from the arms of her grandmother and

“Pediatric code critical,” a calm-voleed woman says
mlmdmuhu:. “Nonrespaorsive.”

A i team of doctors, nurses and nasistants

e S s stk B Bl B, 3l ok, it
s the lEmp girl o 8 mowitor, start  Desrly 99,000 pathents lnst year in

i E i .
CLOSE CALL: ;anlﬁ MMMMH 10 51, Joseph's emergen-
o department afber the 14-monter-old was imp and unrespomsive.
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up the limp girl to.a monitor, start

an IV and begin giving her oxygen.
The distraught grandmother

squeezes n. A nurse outside the
room sees Lhe look of despair on the

woman's face.

*Somebody ask her if she wants
same water,” the nurse says. “She
looks like she could use a drink.”

Another eode eritical - this time
for an sdult - is announced as, min-
utes later, cops bring in a sicidal
18-year-old boy in handeuffs.

“My God,” a receptionist at the
main ER desk says. “Is it Friday? Is
it Mondny?"

Indeed, what time was it?

ER time.

- 8w

Time is o constant theme run-
ning through ERs. And these days,
ERs are running out of time.

emergency

like St. Joseph's - which treated
nearly 99,000 patients last year in
it5 67-bed ER - are striving to more

CLOSE CALL: A distraught grandmother holds her granddaughter after bringing her to St. Joseph's emergen-
cy department atter the 14-month-old was limp and unresponsive. :

ON CALL: After being involved In a car accident, Katie
White, 19, left, makes a call on her cell phone as Shelkewitz
examines an X-ray of her foot.

BUSY ROOM: The
seph’s em

i :
Iy 99,000 ER patients visited last year.

“We don't stop - we just keep moving."”
FEBINTRIE NURSE MANABER
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